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Green with environmental sustainability
COURTESY PHOTO
The Cal Pbly Surfirider Club is dedicated to furthering the protection and enjoyment o f  the world’s oceans, waves and beach­
es, through m onthly beach clean-ups such as the one pictured above. Members also participate in anti-plastic bag campaigns.
Amanda Sedo
AMANDASEDO.MD@>C MAIL.COM
Due to the prominence of issues 
such as global warming, sustainabil­
ity and water conservation, many 
Cal Poly students are placing in­
creasing importance on developing 
a green campus. Ihis can be seen 
through the widespread mention 
of recycling and sustainability on 
the Campus Dining website. Open 
Hou.se and many other domains.
But what exactly arc students do­
ing to help our campus “go green?"
One program dedicated to 
helping Cal Poly become more 
sustainable is the Green Campus 
Program, a group of students and 
staff dedicated to creating a more 
energy-efficient and environmental-
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ly-conscious campus, led by general 
engineering junior and team leader 
Ravi Sahai.
.Sahai said the group imple­
ments projects, such as dorm and 
Poly Canyon V'illage energy com­
petitions. to help make Cal Poly 
more sustainable.
“ Ihc energy competitions have 
been super successful and it is one 
of my favorite programs,” Sahai said. 
“The goal is to educate and teach stu­
dents how to live sustainable lives."
Ih e  competition also yields sig­
nificant savings in water and electric­
ity bills.
“With students choosing to take 
shorter showers and turning the 
lights off when they leave the room, 
last year the red bricks had over 
$10,000 in savings.” Sahai .said.
The program not only teaches 
sustainable lifestyles to students, 
but also to staff as well. The Green 
Campus Program goes into work­
places throughout Cal Poly to rank 
how sustainable the buildings arc 
using a point system, Sahai said. For 
example, workplaces eliminating all 
window air conditioner units earn a 
point. Once the workplace receives 
enough points, they are awarded a 
“Green Campus Workplace Certifi­
cation Program” certificate.
Besides the Green Campus Pro­
gram. there are more than 23 clubs 
on the Associated Students Inc. 
(ASI) website filed under the “en­
vironmental” affiliation. Ihese can 
range from groups such as the Green 
Campus Program, to clubs focusing 
on smaller aspects of sustainable liv­
ing, such as the Association of Envi­
ronmental Professionals (AEP).
Missy Sparks, president of the 
AEP, said its main focus is on pro­
fessional networking with a green, 
sustainable eye.
“Wc discuss a wide variety of en­
vironmental topics like water, soils, 
wildlife,” Sparks said. “ Ihis is basi­
cally a way to help people find a ca­
reer path to a green job.”
AEP is dedicated to not only 
helping members build professional 
relationships with those in green 
profe.ssions, but also to community 
and educational outreach.
Sparks said the club docs many out­
reach events in the community while 
partnering with other organizations.
“ECOSLO is one of our partners, 
as well as the city,” Sparks said. “Wc 
work with them on planting and 
weed removal as well as Creek Day 
and coastal clcan-up.”
see Green, page 3
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Another program on campus 
dedicated to helping the commu­
nity “go green” is the Real Food 
Collaborative, which brought in 
speaker Joel Salatin on Tuesday dur­
ing the FocusSLO second annual 
Earth Week.
At the Salatin speaking event, 
Tessa Salzman, a city and regional 
planning sophomore and president 
of the Real Food Collaborative, said 
the organization’s goal is to educate 
about sustainability as well as in­
crease the use of fair trade products 
and organic foods. It is also a mem­
ber of the Empower Poly Coalition, 
which is an umbrella club for all 
sustainable clubs, Salzman said.
“We arc passionate because we 
want to start educating people about 
a sustainable food system,” Salzman 
said. “We arc not here to condemn 
the negative, but to celebrate the 
positive.”
The club has also organized many 
community events such as “Green 
Chef,” a sustainable foods cooking 
competition, and the Real Food 
Challenge, a national campaign with 
the goal of increasing the percentage 
of “real” food in dining halls to at 
least 20 percent by 2020, according 
to its website.
Another club doing what it can 
for the Cal Poly community is the 
Cal Poly Surfridcr Club.
Greg Salas, president of Surfridcr, 
said the organization is part of the 
Surfridcr Foundation, which is dedi­
cated to the protection and enjoy­
ment of the world’s oceans, waves 
and beaches.
“Our main goal is to help main­
tain healthy beaches and a healthy 
coast through activism,” Salas said. 
“No one gets paid. It’s all through 
volunteering.”
Another campaign Salas said the 
Surfriders arc involved in is the Rise 
Above Plastics campaign.
“It’s basically a campaign to help 
lower plastic use and single-use bags,”
Salas said. “We try to educate 
people about getting their own 
grocery bags, or if you do get a 
plastic bag at the store, don’t throw 
it away, find another use for it.” 
The Surfriders also encourage 
community members to main­
tain ocean-friendly gardens.
“If you arc going to have a gar­
den, plant native plants that can 
live in their climate so you don’t 
have to use fertilizer or a lot of ex­
cess water,” Salas said.
Club members also participate 
in monthly beach clean-ups. As a 
way to add fun to the activities, 
the members surf together before 
or after the clean-up.
“It’s a way to kind of combine 
work with pleasure. I’d say,” Salas 
said. “There are so many things 
that we arc doing, but we really 
love what we do.”
Those interested in partici­
pating in one of the many green 
campus clubs and programs can 
go to the ASl club directory for 
more information.
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A c t iv is t s  h o ld  v ig il m a r k in g  
a n n iv e r s a r y  o f  B P  oil sp ill
Richard Fausset
LOS ANGELES TIMES
G ulf Coast residents and activists 
commemorated the first anniver­
sary of the BP G ulf oil disaster 
Wednesday with prayers and peti­
tions to government and industry 
to aid a region that continues to 
suffer, despite some remarkable 
displays o f resilience.
At a vigil in New Orleans’ 
French Quarter, a few dozen ac­
tivists held candles as the sun rose 
over the Mississippi River, listening 
quietly as a man called out names 
of the 11 men killed in the April 
20, 2010 Deepwater Horizon rig 
explosion that triggered the worst 
offshore oil spill in U.S. history.
“O n this 365th morning after 
harmony was interrupted, after 
oil began to gush and our hearts 
were sunk," Shawn Anglim, pastor 
o f the city’s First Grace M ethod­
ist Church said in a prayer, “with 
sons and husbands, fathers and 
friends departed and lost, and with 
our longing still lapping at eternal 
shores, we remember — we re­
member it all."
Oil giant BP, jthe operator of 
the rig, marked the occasion with 
a minute of silence at its facilities 
around the globe.
Transocean, the oil rig owner, 
held similarly low-key commemo­
rations, including a private cer­
emony at its Houston headquarters 
for the families o f the victims and 
a helicopter flyover o f the aban­
doned offshore site.
President Barack Obama said 
his administration was committed, 
long term, to the “continuing and 
important work required to ensure 
that the G ulf Coast recovers stron­
ger than, before.”
At a news conference in Grand 
Isle, La., Gov. Bobby Jindal praised 
the thousands of “heroes," and said 
the state of Louisiana was on the 
track to recovery.
“Clean up efforts in some places 
arc still ongoing, and the full scale 
of the damage done to our state has 
yet to be calculated, but the good 
news is that most all of our fish­
ing waters are back open again,” he 
said. “... All of us here today want 
the entire nation to get the message 
that Louisiana is making another 
historic comeback and we invite 
you to come down here and see it 
for yourself.”
Elsewhere, however, some envi­
ronmentalists lamented the ongo­
ing environmental degradation in 
the Gulf, and locals argued that 
the administration of the BP com­
pensation fund was paying out too 
few claims.
Administrator Ken Feinberg 
said this week that nearly $4 bil­
lion of the $20 billion fund has 
been paid to individual businesses.
At the New Orleans vigil, Father 
Vien Nguyen, a prominent leader 
of South Louisiana’s Vietnamese 
community, blasted Feinberg for
t€ t Vigil, p»gt 6
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PASO ROBLES (MCT) —
The Paso Robles City Council on 
Tuesday unanimously voted to cut 
an underperforming city shuttle 
route tailored to low-income and 
senior housing riders.
The Paso pApress Mid-Day Shut­
tle, using two buses in the regular 
Paso Express fleet, stops close to jobs, 
shops, medical services and recre­
ation. It largely overlaps with Paso Ex­
press Routes A and B but brings rid­
ers closer to store entrances instead of 
letting oft at the bus stops. The fares 
are the same regardless, with options 
ranging from regular to discounted 
rates, fhe Mid-Day Shuttle has been 
ofKrating since 2009 on a grant that 
the state won’t renew because of its 
low ridership. The shuttle was meant 
to cater to 25,000 riders in fiscal year 
2010-11, but only saw 15,000 riders.
It’s now set to cease operations on 
April 30 to save the city an estimated 
$15,000 that the state wouldn’t have 
covered.
FONTANA (MCD —
A 38-ycar-old Fontana man has 
been arrested for allegedly kicking 
and killing his fiunily dog, authori­
ties said Wednesday.
Victor Lopez became angry Sun­
day morning when the two-pound 
Yorkie named Woody urirutod on the 
floor, police said.
Lopez took the dog to the back 
door and kicked it about 15 feet 
to a concrete slab, said Sgt. Billy 
Green of the Fontana Pblice De­
partment. Family members told 
police the dog did not move after 
hitting the concrete.
Four children ages 6 to 16 were in 
the room at the time. Green said.
Lopez was arrested on chaigcs of 
felony animal cruelty and taken to the 
West Valley Detention Center, Green 
said. He posted $25,000 bond and 
was released a fov hours after being 
booked, according to jail records.
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ILLINOIS (MCT) —
A federal judge on Tuesday threw 
our a conviction by a jury last Janu­
ary that a white supremacist used 
his website to solicit an attack on 
a juror who served as foreman in a 
separate trial in Chicago.
In a 66-page ruling, U.S. District 
Judge Lynn Add man held that pros­
ecutors did not present enough evi­
dence to prove that William White, 
in his comments on overthrow.com, 
wanted the foreman harmed. He also 
ruled that White’s postings were pro­
tected by the First Amendment.
Attorneys representing White 
during the trial said they knew that 
the language on his website would 
be hurtfiil and offensive to many. But 
they argued chat White never dircedy 
solicited an attack on Mark Hoff­
man, the foreman of a 2004 jury that 
conviaed another white supremacist 
for soliciting the murder of a federal 
judge in Chicago. However, the jury 
conviaed White after deliberating for 
about three hours.
WASHINCnX)N D .C  (MCT) —
The much-lampooned color-coded 
Department of Homeland Security 
threat alerts are being replaced with a 
simpler, two-levd system that warns 
of spedftc dangers for a defined pe­
riod of dme. New alerts will advise 
the public that there is an “elevated 
threat" or a more serious and specific 
“imminent threat." The warnings wiU 
include a condsc statement about the 
danger and steps that can be taken to 
mitigate the risk to the public
The primary-color alerts have 
“faded in utility except for late-night 
comics," said Secretary of Home­
land Security Janet Napolitano on 
Wednesday.
A government review determined 
chat the fivc-deicd color-coded sys­
tem instituted in 2002 had sufleicd 
ftom a lack of credibility and eroded 
public confidence.
In te rn a tio n a l
UBYA(MCT) —
Tim Hetherington, an award-win­
ning news photographer and Os- 
car-nominated co-director of the 
documentary “Restrepo” was killed 
Wednesday in an explosion in the 
Libyan city of Misrata, doctors and 
colleagues reported.
At least three other photojournal­
ists were injured in the blast, which 
was Iielieved to have been caused by 
a mortar round. The rebel-held city 
in western l.ibya has been under at­
tack for several weeks by forces loyal 
to Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi.
file wounded journalists included 
Chris Hondros of CTctty Images, Mi­
chael Brown of the Corvis agency 
and Guy Martin of the Panos Photo 
Agency. Hetherington was bom in 
Liverpool, England, and studied lit­
erature at Oxford University.
AFGHANISTAN (MCT) —
Afgjun officials plan to sell pan of 
troubled Kabul Bank, the counoy’s 
biggest financial institution, in hopes 
of clearing the way to resume interna­
tional aid suspended last year in the 
wake of the bank’s loan scandal.
The head of the country’s central 
bank announced Wednesday that his 
institution had placed Kabul Bank in 
receivership and plans to have a gov­
ernment commission coUea on its 
problem loans, then privatize what’s 
left of the bank within three months.
Kabul Bank was the flagship of 
Afghanistan’s 17 commercial banks, 
rc^x>nsiblc for the salaries of the na­
tion’s 300,000 public employees. 
President Hamid Karzai has blamed 
foreign companies for fitiling to au­
dit the bank, insisting they should be 
prosecuted as well as bank sharehold­
ers who accepted illegal loans. Experts 
said Karzai and other officials have 
failed to adopt financial regulations 
that would prevent another scandal 
but would alienate bank leaders who 
helped fund their campaigns.
mustangdaily.net
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study finds lingering psychological effects from BP oil spill
MCCLATCHY-TRIBUNE
Exactly one year after the largest offshore oil spill in U.S. history, psychologists 
are finding the disaster is still having an im pact on  those affected.
Erika Boistad
MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS
A team that has spent two decades 
studying psychological distress 
among residents who lived near the 
Exxon Valdez oil spill in Alaska has 
found striking similarities among 
those affected by the Deepwater Ho­
rizon spill.
O n the one-year anniversary of 
the Deepwater Horizon explosion 
that killed 11 people and fouled 
the G ulf o f Mexico, the research 
team warned that the lingering
psychological effects o f the disaster 
could be expected to continue over 
the next decade.
“Technological disasters have 
very unique consequences for com ­
munities, families and people,” 
said Steve Picou, a sociology pro­
fessor at the University o f South 
Alabama in Mobile.
“Its not like a natural disas­
ter. Technological disasters cause 
long-term corrosive communities, 
whereas natural disasters result in 
therapeutic communities.”
The team has been studying the
long-term social costs o f the Exxon 
spill, including increased rates o f 
bankruptcies, substance abuse, di­
vorce and suicides.
They picked Bayou La Batre, 
Ala., for comparison, because like 
Cordova, Alaska, it’s a small com­
munity heavily dependent on com­
mercial fishing.
Picou, along with Liesel Ritchie 
of the University o f Colorado 
Boulder’s Natural Hazards Cen­
ter and Duane Gill o f Oklahoma 
State University, surveyed more 
than 400 people in south Mobile 
County, Ala.
Most people were worried 
about their health or that of their 
family, the economic loss they’ve 
suffered and potential future eco­
nomic losses because of the spill, 
the team found.
O f those surveyed, more than 
a fifth were in severe psychologi­
cal distress. Another fourth were' 
in the moderate distress range —  
findings that were similar to the 
results in Cordova lollowing the 
Exxon Valdez spill.
“Several people told us: ‘We 
know what to do after a hurricane. 
We know how to pick ourselves up 
and move on. How to plan, how 
to build better,’” Gill said. “‘This 
oil spill.^ We don’t know. There’s 
so many uncertainties associated 
with it.’”
The anniversary of the spill has 
caused many to reflect in Cor­
dova, where a state-ordered oil 
spill response drill was under way 
Wednesday afternoon.
For Osa Schultz, the discussion 
about the safety o f G ulf Coast sea­
food is especially eerie.
It’s one they struggled with in 
Alaska, which lost market share be­
cause of the taint of the spill — if 
not the actual harm to fisheries.
“I can’t help but think about 
what the people in the G ulf arc 
doing, the small businesses and the 
residents, and reflect on the many 
years that we’ve fought to even 
come back up to even. O r try to 
anyway,” said Schultz, who contin­
ues to run a fishing boat alongside 
her husband.
The researchers hope that what 
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Vigil
continued from page 4
failing to adequately compensate 
Vietnamese fishermen for the 
shrimp and fish they catch not to 
bring to market, but to live on. “It 
seems that the lives o f the fisher 
folk in Louisiana are deemed quite 
cheap," he said.
The morning vigil, like many 
around the G ulf Wednesday, was 
sponsored by a national environ­
mental group, the Sierra Club. 
Lead-off speaker
Robin Mann, the Sierra Club 
president, declared her organiza­
tion stood in solidarity with the 
gulf people.
But national environmental 
groups have been at odds with 
many Louisiana residents and state 
leaders who resented the groups’ 
support of the federal moratorium 
on deepwater offshore drilling.
In tiny Point a la Hachc, La., 
meanwhile, a large group of fisher­
men gathered in the hicai marina.
to remind the nation that all is not 
well here.
Although the government has 
approved G ulf seafood for eat­
ing, rnany fishermen are worried 
that oil and dispersant may lead to 
long-term reproductive problems 
for key species.
“BP and the government want 
to make it just go away,” said Tracy 
Kuhns, co-owner o f a commercial 
family fishing business. “We’re 
here to tell you our communities 
are not made whole; the oil is still 
there at the bottom .”
Speaker after speaker blasted 
the restitution process, arguing 
that too much paperwork had 
been rejected, and that too many 
payouts were paltry.
They also called on the gov­
ernm ent to allow those fishermen 
who took small, quickly adminis­
tered settlements in exchange for a 
promise not to seek further dam ­
ages to be able to seek damages as 
needed.
Clint Guidry, head of the Loui­
siana Shrimp Association, said that
many fishermen signed under du­
ress; the waivers, he said, am ount­
ed to “extortion.”
Archbishop Gregory Michael 
Aymond made a brief appearance. 
“I beg you not to lose hope,” he 
told them.
Then they repaired to the shade 
of a community center in the near­
by town o f Davant.
Underneath a post-Katrina com­
munity center set on 13-foot pilings, 
they feasted on boiled crabs.
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Word on 
the Street
Do you do anything “green”?
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“I have an organic yarden in 
my backyard.”
— Andrew Kolchak, 
business administration 
junior
“I drive a Prius."
— Grace Choy, 
architecture junior
■‘i don't drink bottled water. I 
use a Sigg bottle. I also reuse 
materials tor my architecture 
projects.”
— Ariana Martin, 
architecture freshman
. %
c
"I have a CSA (community 
supported agriculture) box.”
— Andrew Lanterman, __. 
environmental management 
senior
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“I recycle bottles.”
— Chun Hui Pek, 
software engineering 
sophomore
“I bike everywhere ”
— Sofia Snavely, 
child development senior
■ m i
“We’re designing 
eco-friendly packaging for 
our IT330 class."
— Leah Pyron, 
graphic communication 
junior
"I’m building a solar-p)owered 
RC car for an industrial 
technology class.”
— Geoff Tall.
industrial technology junior
m k
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Word on 
the Street
Do you do anything “green”?
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i'. ■ ■ ..
WvTm». biLM w l
“I don’t use plástic water 
bottles. I also use reusable 
coffee mugs.”
— Lynsi Anderson, 
sociology sophomore •
”1 recycle bottles.”
— Ziyang Tan, 
software engineering 
sophomore
“I use a reusable water • 
bottle.”
— Jessica Moon, 
architecture junior
V.' . i»??«.- '
• • ■ f  »1  •'. .
“Honestly, if I do something 
that’s green. I’m probably not 
ver\-' consicientious of it."
— John Kraning, 
aerospace engineering 
s o p lio m o re ------ -
A >
“I n d e  my bike e v e ry  day, and 
I (to n 't u s e  w a te r  t)O ttles .”
— Diana -Sandoval, 
arctiitectuie sophomore
,  ^ vXv.- ■
“I walk to school, and I use 
my own reusable coffee 
mug.”
--  Ignacio Orozco, 
busme.ss administration 
senior
Study
continuedfrom page 5
they’ve learned in Cordova since the 
spill in 1989 will aid tho.se in the 
Gulf of Mexico.
They’ve taken a so-called “peer 
listening” program they used on a 
much smaller scale in Alaska to the 
Gulf, where they’ve trained more 
than 600 people in the concept.
The program teaches people in 
the community to help steer their 
distressed friends, family and co­
workers to find professional help 
or resources.
People are trained to listen for 
the root causes of problems, he 
said. If someone is drinking too 
much, for example, is it because 
he’s worried about losing his home?
If so, there’s often a way to gen­
tly point him in the direction of a 
program that helps avoid foreclo­
sure, he said.
J'hc researchers also teach peer 
listeners what not to say. They nev­
er should say that they know how 
someone feels, because they don’t, 
Picou said. They also don’t tell 
people to “get over it” or to “move 
on,” he said.
And clergy who train as peer lis­
teners are advised not to tell people 
that “God will take care of it.” In­
stead, the researchers suggest that 
clergy offer to pray with someone 
who’s in distress.
Although the listening program 
was designed to be used in future 
disasters in Alaska, it’s portable, 
Picou said.
“It clearly demonstrates that 
this was an important lesson 
learned from the Exxon Valdez,” 
Picou said, one that is “very appli­
cable” in the Gulf.
Gill warned that a great source 
of future anxiety for victims of the 
Deepwater Horizon spill could 
come from the uncertainty of un­
resolved litigation.
In Alaska, the lawsuit to de­
termine punitive damages went 
all the way to the U.S. Supreme 
C ourt, which decided the case 19 
years after the spill.
; Technological disasters have 
very tm ique consequences for 
comm unities, familiesUpdig 
people. ^
—  Steve Picou
SiKiology professor, University of Alabama
mustangdaiiy.net
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How to reduce petroleum usage and h ^ n ^ u l emissions
\v‘
Kristy Gonzalez
K C O N Z099{^M A 1L.C O M
%^ali1fr^hvKfw
■Xv;X=-
if• 'v'' ' ’ìnt/èstm toniór-
D itc h  th e  p a p e r ^ c i
&%Avdichusihg'dis%'^Bi^l 
famounts or petroleum«ana5cnerp
Í  plastic, próductSi-lPápcrí ji
Vstead, use bags 
from  reusable w ater bdttles o r  cahtcel
luce
^So^ef^r(^i§iy;s^i^^ itiSttcr and other pollutants are released into the atmosphere This*'*-,
sTiHe- local^conomy. and can' reduccj petroleum^ 
r^d*. transpdrtedi; rrom; other' statesrand? countne 
lore petroleum- tnan tood transported- rrom a' locaEtamlttq 
rs market or grocery store that carnes local products? Dunr
)u p ir
'i'A takers rk e ^ m m ^iw i t | f c ^ >np
f^ ^ m p o m /'in o fe  ca^ dioxide, sulfur dioxide.iparticulatev^f
,  ,  ■ „  . . . '“v;: j . . 1  • ^  fir" f ia t
like Trader Joes, also have .ih c e n tiv e ^ c ^ p h d ^ ^ ^ ^ b f ih g  is can lead to climate change, smog, acid rain and local air poUu- 
reusable bags. don, which is detrimental to the Earth and peoples health, accord-
- ine to the Air Pollution Control District of San-Luis Obispo.g m roU t^ n tr i u is n r 5
Buy locally and seasonally ' Produce from grocery stores usually has a PLU (price look-
The Central Coast offers a variety o f farmers markets with up) code and includes where the product originates. Codes with 
fresh (and often cheaper) produce and other goods such as five digits starting with the number 9 are organic. Codes start-
honey from local farmers. Buying local produce instead of for- ing with the number 8 are genetically modified products. Visit
eign pro- d u c e www.fruitsticker.com to see 
vegetables come from.
where your fruit and
dératé;.* wav
- Redute Weight in the car by removitig uhnecessary. items.
' - Car ihainfeiiancc check oil level and tire presiure regularly.
- Avoid urihccessary idling by turning your car off.
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^yiNIVERSARY SALE &
Celebration Week 
April  zsth  - May ist
Julian's is rolling back the prices of 
freshly brewed drip coffee to 1986 prices oil week.
Join us of Julion's for o special celebration reception on 
Thursday, April 28th ot 3PM to recognize 
25 years of service to Col Poly.
Plus.. .take on odditionol 25% o ff your purchases oil doy 
on April 28th. No coupon necessory.
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SUMMER 
REGISTRATION 
STARTS 
TODAY!
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‘Growing the Village’ with Earth Day SLO
Catherine Borgeson
CATHERlNEBORGESON.M U@>GM AIL.COM
The 21st annual Earth Day San 
Luis Obispo will take place at El 
Chorro Regional Park April 23.
This year’s theme is “Grow­
ing the Village,” which focuses on 
creating a community both eco­
logically and economically pros­
perous. Hosted by Earth Day Al­
liance, more than 100 exhibitors 
and sponsors will have different 
displays on what people can do to 
be sustainable as well as what busi­
nesses and individuals are already 
doing.
There will be a children’s section 
with different activities for chil­
dren to learn how to think more 
sustainably, a line up of four 
musical acts, local food, 
speakers and tours of 
the botanical and heal­
ing herb gardens.
To help support a 
sustainable com m u­
nity, San Luis Obispo 
Regional Transit will 
donate its buses for the 
day so anyone can ride 
free to the event.-Every 
hour, the double-decker bus 
will be departing from down­
town to El Chorro Regional 
Park.
Director .of Earth Day 
SLO 2011, Sandra Marshall, 
has been involved with the 
event since 1994. Earth Day 
started April 22, 1970
when 20,000 million en­
vironmentalists wanted 
to create change, Mar­
shall said.
“We are completely 
a grassroots, volunteer 
non-proht organization 
all done by inspiration,”
Marshall said. “Now 
Earth Day is celebrated
around the world. Most people 
observe it in school, people will 
do small rural events to recognize 
it locally and in the big cities they 
have big events. Ours is medium 
and we want to make it bigger be­
cause it would educate more people 
about what we are doing here to be 
green locally.”
There are still many environ­
mental problems today that need 
better regulation, Marshall said.
“Number one issue this year on 
a local level is Diablo Canyon,” 
she said. “There’s also the debate 
on whether or not to
h a v e
so- V ^
GR®W1NG
"'VILLAGE
E A K IH  C « f 2 0 n
SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY
lar plants in exchange for destroy­
ing the habitat o f the native animal 
and plant life. People are also con­
cerned with what’s going to hap­
pen to our oceans after what hap­
pened in Japan. This day is a time 
for everybody to wake up, come 
out and enjoy the day — and be 
active. Some of the younger gen­
eration is already tuned into what 
it means to be environmentally 
active, but everyone could learn 
something new.”
Businesses, community mem­
bers and Cal Poly students are all 
contributing to make this a suc­
cessful event. Architecture fresh­
man Danielle Aspitz is applying 
her major by building an informa­
tion booth completely out of 
recycled materials, including 
cardboard, water bottles 
and weaved plastic bags 
for fabric.
“Originally 1 
. was just planning 
_ / V  W  on helping with 
^  phone calls and
volunteering but then 
1 told (Marshall) that 
1 was an architecture major 
and I explained some of 
the projects I’ve done," 
Aspitz said. “We put two 
and two together, and she 
asked if I could design 
the booth. I feel like I’ve 
won the lottery of intern­
ships.”
Prior to this year, the 
information booth
had always been an 
idea — something to 
construct if there was 
time to design and 
there never has been, 
Aspitz said.
Aspitz found
out about the event 
through a flier posted 
in the lobby o f her
COURTESY PHOTO
Earth Day SLO, which takes place Saturday, April 23 at El Chorro Regional 
Park, will fieature a variety o f  events for attendees, including musical acts.
dorm that read “Eco-SLO Earth 
Day." She said she wanted to get 
involved to gain experience as well 
as her interest in service.
“1 have always been an environ­
mentalist and wanted to protect 
the earth and recycle — I am for 
the cause,” Aspitz said.
In addition to booths, speakers, 
tours, displays and presentations, 
bands will play throughout the
event. Zongo All-Stars is returning 
again this year and will perform 
from 3 to 5 p.m.
The band consists o f seven 
members who play the alto and 
baritone saxophones, wood and 
bamboo flutes, a trumpet, electric 
bass and guitar, steel drums and 
congos. The band brands its music
set Earth Day, page I t
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WANT SOME ATTENTION!?
ADVERTISE in the MUSTANG DAILY!
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767 Higuera Street 
Downtown SLO
$39.99 Denim Sale
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Phantogram brings something new to SLO Brew
COL’KI KSY PHOTO
Phantogram is known for its juxtaposition o f  electronic and natural .sounds.
David Liebig
n A V lD U E B I G .M O ^  MAIL. COM
Trip-hop band Phantogram i.s bring­
ing its unique sound to STO Brew­
ing Co. for the first time tonight.
'Itie duo, compri.scd of Sarah 
Barthel on the keyl'H>ard and Jo.shua 
Charter on guitar, is touring in support 
of their 2010 Barsuk Rctord.s dehut, 
“Eyelid Movies.” Other hands signed 
to Barsuk Records include Death ( 'ah 
for Cutie, Ra Ra Riot and Rilo Kiley. 
Phantogram meshes electronic
samples and acoustic instruments to 
make the characteristic sound found 
on the hand's record. “Eyelid Mov­
ies” primarily features crisp drum 
loops, dreamlike vocal effects and 
string instruments with Barthel and 
Carter alternating as vocalists.
The album has carried the hand, 
hailing from Saratoga Springs, N.Y., to 
nationwide acclaim, garnering sc*veral 
positive reviews and opening the d«x)r 
to high-profile concert op[x)rtunitics. 
Hour davs .igo, Ph.mtogram t<H)k the
stage at the C'oachella Valley Music 
and Arts Festival in Indio, Calif.
Carter said the change of scenery 
from Coachella to SLO Brewing Co. 
will not he a letdown for him.
“We like playing big venues and 
small venues,” he said. “Its been really 
fun selling out the Independent in San 
Francisco, playing Cajachclla. We didn’t 
expect it, Iving from where were from.”
Saratoga Springs is definitely 
backcountry. Carter said.
To write and record “Evciid Mov-a
ies,” the hand spent tinte in even more 
runil upstate New York at a barn on 
Carter’s parents’ property — a place 
they have dubbed “Hanuony lajclge.”
“It’s definitely a little more se­
rene.” C.arter said. “ Ilierc’s not too 
many distractions.”
The pastoral envirtinment is not 
the only thing infiuencing their mu­
sic, Carter said.
“If we lived in Hawaii, I don’t 
think we’d .sound like jack John.son,” 
he .said. “When we made the album, 
we just made music we would want 
to hear. You should do it for yourself 
to begin with.”
Even though Carter said he’s not 
trying to impress anybody in his 
music career, indie fans are finding 
and liking Phantogram’s music on 
blogs and other online venues.
Aenvspace engineering junior Dave 
Nguyen s.ml he was imprcs.scd when 
he first heard Phantogram on a mixupe 
he downloaded from a private forum.
“I really like the juxta(H>sition of 
a really electronic sound with the 
sweet, natural voice,” Nguyen said.
For some hands, a [X)pular debut 
dtx-s not ensure long-term success, hut 
.Nguyen said Phanuigram will remain 
a presence in the indie music scene.
“ Ihcir popularity h;is just been 
increasing ever since I heard about 
them.” he .said.
With a new EP coming out this
ALL T H A T  G L IT T E R S
^  a urdaue (awilry »tore
MAKK's^CHNEIDF.R
We don’t follow any specific 
trends. I don’t th ink we’ll ever be 
the Tn’ sound, but I don’t  ^ in k  
?; our sound is too out there.rf
 ^ : —  Joshua Carter
Phantugram guitarist
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year and another album set for re­
lease in 2012, Carter said he has high 
hopes for the future.
One factor contributing to the 
band’s success is a diverse fan base, 
Carter said. The music contains ele­
ments that appeal to fans of hip-hop, 
shoegaze and pop music alike.
“We don’t follow any specific 
trends,” he said. “1 don’t think we’ll 
ever be the ‘in’ sound, hut I don’t 
think our sound is too out there.”
Music junior Tommy Nickerson 
said he finds the band’s willingness to 
be different intriguing.
“'fheir unique vocals offer an angle 
on this kind of music that is unheard of, 
and that fiia alone proves that this is a 
quality band,” Nickerson said. “Bring­
ing new ideas to the table is not only a 
nu'c characteri.stic of new bands in alter­
native rock but inspiring to the listener.”
see P hantogram , page 11
T H U R S D A Y  A P R IL  21
TALJRUS (April 20-May 20) —  There’s no reason for you 
to take the bkime for something that is not your fault; don’t 
let yourself become the sacrificial lamb.
jua* . i
GEMINI (May 21-June 20) — A job you have taken on 
may not be over when you think it Ls over. Perhaps you 
didn’t pay enough attention to the fine print.
CANCER (June 2 1 -July 22) — You must give yourself a 
little something sjxxrial even as you go to great lengths to 
give others what they nccxl and want.
 ^ LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) — GotxJ fortune is .something you 
am manufacture; you don’t have to wait for «aVmcthing to 
come your way simply as a matter of luck.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) —  Appe^arances can he deceiv­
ing, and you can derive a great deal of information fn)m 
digging beneath the surface.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-CYct. 22) — Take g u t  that you don’t give 
someone else the upper hand as you try to take a shortcut 
yourself. Tried-and-true methods may be best.
SCORPIO ((Ya. 23-Nov. 21) —  You may find yourself 
waiting on someone cl.se before ytni can put the finishing 
touches on an important and time-sensitive pnijea.
SAGIT^FARIUS (Nov. 22-Dcc. 21) — Siimcihing you’ve 
been trying to keep to yourself may actually he common 
knowledge airrady. Now you can focus on t)thcr issues.
CAPRICCYRN (Dec, 22-Jan. 19) — With another by your 
side who shares your vision and enthasia.sm, there is no rea- 
st)n that you can’t do what others say can’t be done.
^  AQUARIUS (Jan. 2()-Fcb. 18) — You can share some 
gfxid ideas with someone who complements your abilities 
L in  o quite well. A third party' nuy be of value, ttx>.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) —  It’s not gtxxlbve, just so 
long —“ for you and a certain somct)ne haw much to do 
together in the near future.
T
•iO'iC'. >r-i
ARIES (March 21-April 19) —  You nuy not be able to get 
it ail done, but making some headway will show others that 
you truly mean to fuira ail icsponsihiliries. ,
C e b b I S i O N  R E P A I R
N C E  D IR E C T  R E P A IR
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Free estimate
Freepick up & delivery o n n  C / l i  O 7 7 I  
Lifetime warrenty OU J .  J H  i . C t  /  I
Quality, timely repairs 854 Ficro Lll
www.mustangclaily.net
Earth Day
continutd from page 9
as “CalCubano,” a blend of Afro- 
Latin, Afro-Caribbean, funk, reg­
gae and calypso elements.
Paul Irving, a trumpet player 
and business manager for the Zon- 
go All-Stars, said the band’s music 
complements outdoor events well.
“We’re a band that’s well-suited 
for outdoor events,” Irving said. 
“We bring a lot o f people out be­
cause we have a wide demographic 
of listeners. You can come out to 
our concerts and it’s very danceable 
music where you’ll see a 3-year-oId 
boogieing next to grandma and ev­
eryone in between having a good 
time together.”
O ther musical acts include sing-
i^ant to make (Earth Day) 
b l^erh ecau se  it would edutate 
people about what we ar^%)iiig 
here to be green locally.
—  Sandra Marshall
Director of Earth Day SLO 2011
er and songwriter Jill Knight, Guy 
Budd & the Gypsy Souls and Up in 
the Air Band.
Journalism junior Nicole Welch 
is one of the public relations rep­
resentatives for Earth Day Sl.O 
2011. She has seen positive feed­
back from .social media networks 
such as Facebook.
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“People have been com m ent­
ing that they are really excited 
to come out,” Welch said. “It’s 
been around for a while so we’re 
expecting a great crowd turnout. 
It’s all about having your every­
day be more sustainable and what 
we can do at an individual basis 
as community members to be 
more sustainable.”
Phantogram
continued from page 10
Carter said he is excited to give 
his San Luis Obispo fans a live per­
formance.
“Expect to hear loud music 
that’s pulsating and droning and 
fun,” he said.
Tim Oakley, from The Mathema­
ticians, will be joining Barthel and 
Carter on drums tonight.
For those who miss the show, Phan­
togram will be featured on “Jimmy 
Kimmel Live” tonight at midnight.
Doors for the show open at 8 p.m. 
Tickets are on sale for $ 14 at the door 
or $ 12 in advance at Ticketweb.com 
and Boo Boo Records.
wr
we made the album, we 
n i^ e  music we would want 
to hear. You should do4ifo i^^
yourself to begin witbi'
—  Joshua Carter
Phantogram guitarist
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Renewing faith in renewabie energy
Jeremy Cutcher is a politica l science 
senior a n d  M ustang D aily liberal 
columnist.
Energy will be the greatest issue our 
generation has to deal with and the 
more we achieve today the less will 
he forced upon us —  you and me 
when we arc “in power” —  later, 
allowing us a wide array of options 
today that will inevitably be crowded 
out as necessity becomes the driving 
force for policymaking. In face, the 
energy issue is actually comprised of 
a number of smaller issues.
First and foremost, renewable 
energy is important if w’c want to 
continue to live anywhere near our 
current standard of living. Our en­
tire economy runs on fossil fuels, 
whether coal or oil. There is substan­
tial coal left in the hills across the 
U.S., but as people began to factor in 
environmental costs, coal is quickly 
becoming perceived as more expen­
sive. Doomsday warnings about peak 
oil have been around for decades, 
but there arc real questions about 
the supply relative to the demand, 
especially with India and China each 
experiencing incredible growth and 
adding to the demand.
As demand increases, prices 
should increase as well, meaning 
higher transportation costs, higher 
priced consumer goods and a greater 
strain on the economy overall. Wages 
don’t usually take into consideration
costs of living adjustments, so this 
would mean lower real wealth for 
many Americans.
Another recently raised issue as 
a result of the unrest in the Middle 
East is energy independence. This 
has not been a problem so much re­
cently, but in the ‘70s there were rwo 
oil shocks that had devastating reper­
cussions for the country.
Ihc first was in 1973 as a result of 
an embargo enacted by the Organi­
zation of Arab Petroleum Exporting 
Countries against the U.S. for back­
ing Israel in the Yom Kippur war. 
The second occurred in 1979 as a re­
sult of the Iranian revolution and the 
general uncertainty of oil supplies 
in the area, much like the rising gas 
prices tixlay. What these countries 
effectively understood is that they 
could exert greater political pressure 
by tampering with the supply of the 
fuel that drives such a large portion 
of our economy.
Since the U.S. does not have vast 
oil reserves like the Middle East, 
more drilling in places like ANWR, 
off the California coast and in the 
G ulf will only put off an inevitable 
discussion we must have later down 
the road. Further, with ecological 
costs largely unknown, drilling in 
these places would not only destroy 
natural habitats, it could potentially 
cost more in the long run (consider 
all the costs from the BP oil spill, 
from the clean-up to the lost revenue
from the sharp decline in tourism). 
Renewable energy generated in the 
U.S. will solve our long-term ques­
tions concerning the economy and 
help with employment and growth 
in the short run. That’s why it is 
important to invest in renewable 
technology today and not when the 
market dictates it profitable for pri­
vate industry to do it. In fact, many 
rising economics in the world, most 
notably India, Brazil and China, arc 
directing resources into these mar­
kets and it is very likely that they 
will be directing the market as re­
newable energy becomes more and 
more of a necessity.
TEe last reason that renewable 
energy needs to be on the political 
agenda today and not later when it's 
forced upon us is the issue of cli­
mate change.
I got a good chuckle out of Fox 
News and the right when they cited 
the winter blizzard across the Mid­
west and Eastern seaboard as a sign 
that global warming was a hoax. 
Global warming was indeed the ini­
tial name for the idea, but the fact 
that atmospheric tcm|>eraturc would 
be rising would have drastic implica­
tions for weather systems. What this 
meant is that the weather would he 
more unpredictable and more ex­
treme, like the winter storm as well 
as the record heat the East faced 
last summer. Warming oceans also 
provide the energy for more deadly 
hurricanes. I like to refer to it as cli­
mate change and not global warming 
—  this term includes some humility 
in admitting that we don’t know for 
sure exactly how increasing green­
house gases will affect the climate.
The earth is a complex ecosystem; 
a balance of atoms that can have 
drastic effects when that balance is 
tipped by unnatural forces. TTiat is 
what I never understood about the 
opposition to climate change: re­
gardless o f how much weight you 
attribute to human activity in ac­
counting for recent climate changes 
(increased global temperature, melt­
ing ice sheets and polar ice gaps, 
rising .sea levels, etc.), it cannot be 
rational to think the amount of 
greenhouse gases we emit is sustain­
able for generations to come.
The earth acts in a complex web 
of biological, chemical and physi­
cal reactions that we have only re­
cently begun to understand. To not 
t;ike into account future costs and 
to think this non-natural source of 
greenhouse gases will have no impact 
on that web of interactions is irre­
sponsible and asinine. For some rea­
son (which I attribute to the rise of 
the evangelical, new Christian Right 
among many on the right), Repub­
licans have, as a party, become the 
party of science skeptics, although 
most of what we know is based on 
this crazy thing called science.
As a result of the right’s objec-" 
tions, this issue has become a politi­
cal football rather than an issue that 
has been addressed in a pragmatic 
and rational manner. As the effects 
of our current practices make them­
selves more apparent, perhaps it will 
entice people to inform themselves 
about renewable energy so our po­
litical system will respond with ap­
propriate fixes rather than play the 
blame game.
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Shelling out the green for a greener future
Andrew Nenow is a w ine and  
viticulture sophomore and  M ustang 
D aily conservative columnist.
How petrified are you these days to go 
to the gas station to fill your gas tank? 
If you are anything like me, you are 
almost stranding yourself on the side 
of the road, refusing to fill your tank 
until you absolutely have to.
A fiiend of mine told me it took 
her $93 to fill her trucks tank this 
week. Gas prices like that makes it 
seem like we’re living in Europe where
prices push $6 in most countries.
The difference, of course, is that 
Americans arc not offered nearly as 
much public transportation as Euro­
peans. This has many Americans de­
manding more modes of transporta­
tion in their cities and asking why we 
cannot manage it when our friends 
across the pond can. The truth is that 
it’s just not plausible at this point.
Occupying about as much space 
as the American Midwest while con­
sisting of about 50 countries, Europe 
is much more condensed than the
U.S. This makes public transporta­
tion much more feasible and most 
importantly, cheaper.
It’s not that our government is 
choosing pollution over green tactics, 
it’s that it would cost far more than it 
costs Germany, which is about the 
size of Nevada, to implement the 
same methods. But the point of this 
article is not about what our govern­
ment cannot do, but what they can 
do about the United States’ current 
energy predicament.
Kising gas prices have caused 
President Obama to speak of a 
new energy plan that will suppos­
edly crack our dependency on the 
Middle East. While what Obama 
said comforted even me, after look­
ing into it more I do not know if it 
is the best and most realistic option 
for the country at this point.
The first problem is what Obama 
would have to get approved by a 
congressional vote. These includes a 
clean energy standard, more subsi­
dies for companies and a giant check 
for extra research funding. My ques­
tion is how does Obama plan to pass 
these exp>cnditures with a Congress 
that is all about cutting spending?
The next problem is that Obama 
wants to "strategically invest" more 
than $150 billion over the next 10 
years to catalyze private efforts in 
building green technology. It may 
be my own distrust, but the thought 
of a liberal "strategically" investing 
sounds about as likely as a conserva­
tive giving up his gun.
Even worse: say Obama was to 
strategically invest, what happens 
when he is gone? We have no way 
of knowing how that money will be 
handled in the future.
Now do not get me wrong, 1 am 
all for a greener future. Being con­
scious of Mother Earth and trying to 
advance ourselves as human beings 
could never be seen as a baid concept.
1 even agree with the president that 
cutting our oil imports fiom the Middle 
East to a third of what we import now 
is a great idea. The ability of the Middle 
Eastern oil tycoons (some of the worst 
crimijtaLs in the world) to control our 
economy is a major problem.
The truth is that our country is 
not in an economic position to spend 
a gratuitous amount of money on re­
search for green energy. It has proven 
to be a very expensive investment.
1 spoke of Spain’s situation before 
and what happ>encd to them after they 
jumped in the green pool when they 
were not ready. Spain is now the clean­
est country in the world at the expense 
of having a ridiculous amount of debt 
and unemployment direedy linked to 
the switch to green energy.
Americans don’t realize how much 
oil we are sitting on here in our own 
country. The U.S. could easily have 
as many oil reserves throughout the 
country as there are in Iran, Iraq and 
Syria combined. I know, it sounds so
cliché for a conservative to want do­
mestic drilling, but there arc a lot of 
great aspects to it.
Most importantly, we could break 
our Middle Eastern dependent:)' and 
even make money off oil exports. It 
would also give us more time to work 
on alternative energy sources instead 
of worrying about what the oil ty­
coons might do next.
Now fast forward the tape. Coun­
tries in the Middle F.ast are gaining 
power. These countries are not as 
green thinking as the United States 
and Europe. Eventually their oil re­
serves are going to dry up and they 
will not have many options. Where 
will they get their oil?
If we have not been tapping into 
our oil reserves, there are a lot of op­
pressive and militaristic countries 
that are going to want that oil. Some­
thing tells me that our oil would be­
come a good reason to go after the 
United States.
1 know it sounds a little ftu- 
fetched, but it is just something to 
think about. This American feels that 
with the economy still spinning in the 
mud and a great deal of oil under our 
feet, it is time to “Drill, baby drill.”
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Anyone else feel as if this town tries 
to squeeze every last dime out of you? 
Every week there is construction on 
roads and sidewalks that seem to be 
perfectly fine.
—  Aimee
In response to "SLO enacts Sunday 
parking fees”
Majors do not define people or in­
telligence. People can be book smart 
but not street smart and vice versa. 
I’m assuming this article is based on 
book smart, but there arc other fac­
tors that contributes to success.
-  Sfad
In response to ”‘M ajorcentrism‘ 
snaking students fee l special"
It’s not about the content, it’s about 
the depth of understanding. It’s the 
communication side of mathematics, 
and also the very core of math. It’s 
applied and relevant.
Also, as far as money goes, teach­
ers make a lot of money, too. A 
teacher who’s been in a district for a 
while and has a graduate degree can 
easily make upwards of $80,000. 
With all of the time off, that makes 
teachers relatively well-paid.
I’m learning how people learn
and how to teach things so that 
people truly undersund them. I’ve 
taken calculus classes and done OK 
in them; it’s not that I’m not capable 
of higher level mathematics. It’s more 
that I want to understand WHY you 
add the zero on the right of the sec­
ond line in double-digit multiplica­
tion. It’s not about the content, at all.
— LS
In response to "'Majorcentrism' 
making students feel special"
Actually, there many job oppomi- 
nities for journalism majors in the 
realm of engineering, believe it or not. 
Technical writers, ever heard of them? 
Better get used to them, you’ll have 
to rely on them sometime down the 
road. They make good money, too.
- J D
In response to “’Majorcentrissn’ m ak­
ing students fee l special"
Bottom Line: If you put a liberal 
studies major in a high level proofs 
mathematics cour.se, they would not 
have the mental capacity and knowl­
edge to pass, they just can’t think 
at that high of a level. However, if 
you put a valedictorian engineering 
major, which we have so many, in a 
high level history, or other liberal arts 
major, they will pass, and with flying 
colors too — probably an A.
—  Snitch
•In response to '"Majorcentrism' 
making students fee! special"
I completely understand the view of 
those with technical majors. Yet, to 
say Liberal Arts majors are "stupid," 
unemployable or useless to society 
just strengthens the argument of this 
column.
Literature, like Frederick Doug­
lass’ autobiography, "Sinclair’s The 
Jungle" and Steinbeck’s “Grapes of 
Wrath," has provided insight into 
societal issues that needed to be ad­
dressed and changed. In fact, due to 
the graphic detail of “The jungle,” 
the horrendous conditions of fac­
tory workers received further notice 
and legal standards were established 
(among other reasons, not just Sin­
clair alone.)
Without the arts, we would be 
those unfeeling shells of 1984 (which 
Orwell, who you quoted, wrote beau­
tifully to show the perils of an unemo­
tional, technical society.) Yet, that in 
no way means that liberal arts majors 
are better than those with math and/ 
or science majors: we just think and 
express ourselves differendy, and we 
bring different stKietal values.
We may not make as much mon­
ey, but we bring voices to those who 
cannot speak for themselves and, hey, 
a lot of times we write the manuals 
for your products, help with your 
marketing or help you gain grants 
for research.
To assume that because our ma­
jor may be less technically difficult 
means we arc brainless morons bang­
ing our heads against the wall, skat­
ing through school, only spreads 
ignorance. Our minds work in dif­
ferent ways, and our assignments 
arc also difficult (in different ways) 
because they require more than just 
clear-cut technical analysis: they re­
quire reading between the lines, skill 
and, sometimes, god-given talent. I 
am also working my way through 
college, and though I am unsure of 
my future with my major, I know 
that with hard work and determina­
tion I will be able to live comfortably 
with a job that may not earn me a 
jaguar, but earns e n o u ^ .
College remains only a stepping 
stone to that future life, and build- 
ing yourself up naively as supremely 
superior to those in completely dif­
ferent majors instead of focusing on 
the faults within yourself that urge 
you to belittle others will only make 
your future coworkers not like you 
and lead you to an empty, loveless 
bed. O f course, that’s what I hastily 
generalize as a person with no worth 
who will not get a job. But at least 
I’ll get laid!
—  Debbie
In response to "'Majorcentrism' 
making students feel special"
I don’t think engineers arc trying to 
go down in history, I know I’m not.
If you have thousands of dollars 
to piss away so you can spend the- 
next few years mulling around about 
the deeper meaning of existence and 
your place in the cosmos in some ma­
jor that will not lead to a career, good 
for you! That sounds like a lot of fun 
to me. I on the other hand, chose to
major in engineering so I could ac­
quire skills that would lead to a job 
so I could make enough money to 
live the type of lifestyle I choose, and 
ultimately take responsibility for the 
environment I live in and become a 
responsible adult.
I actually enjoy history, have 
taken several upper division classes 
in it. I even considered minoring in 
it, but as tuition prices climbed ever 
higher I realized that I simply could 
not afford taking classes for personal 
enrichment. And for the record, the 
amount of time and mental energy 
required to even get through an up­
per division engineering class is far 
greater than that required to ace an 
upper division history- class. The 
“value to society" or “amount of in­
tellectual stimulation.” are subjective 
matters, and will vary from person to 
person. But comparing the time and 
energy the two require is indeed ludi­
crous, anyone who disagrees is either 
incredibly naive or just really fucking 
stupid.
— Me
In response to "'Majorcentrism' 
making students fee l special"
N O TE: The Mustang Daily features 
select comments that are written in  
response to articles posted online. 
Though not all the responses are printed, 
the Mustang Daily prints comments 
that are coherent and foster intelligent 
disatssion on a given subject. No 
otvrcapitalization, please.
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HELP WANTED
Summer Day Camps 
Counselors, lifeguards, 
activity specialists & more.
Los A nge le s Area. 
w w w .daycam pjobs.com
MISCELLANEOUS
1 Bdrms $925, 2Bdrm S1265-$1365
Includes Cble, Intrnt,
Wtr & Trsh!
G a rage  w/storage for 
$25 a mnthi
5 min walk to Cal Poly I 
C o llege  G arden  Apartments 
284 N  Chorro  Street SLO, C A  
(805)544-3952 Hrs 
M,T, F 11-4pm
www.CentralCoastRentals.
com
MISCELLANEOUS
Egg Donors Needed
$10,000, plus expenses 
W e are seeking attractive 
and intelligent w om en 
of all ethnicities.
Please contact: 
1-800-264-8828 or 
darlene@aperfectmatch.com 
www.aperfectmatch.com
MISCELLANEOUS
C om e  join the new SLO  
Pokes Type 1 Diabetes 
Support G roup! 
When: Monday,
April 25 @ 6-7pm 
Where: French Hospial 
Auditorium, SLO  This event 
is free and open  to the 
public. Light refreshments 
and snacks will be served.
For m ore info please 
contact Sandra Miller, R.D., 
C.D.E at 805.542.6229
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GRAPHIC DESIGNER!
Staying in SLO  this sum m er and need a job ?
The M ustang Daily is looking to hire a part time graphic 
designer to work this sum mer (20 hours a week) 
and during the 2011-12 schoo l year (5 -10 hours a week). 
W e 're  looking for som eone  w ho  can design  print ads 
that will be  p laced in the M ustang Daily, as well as other 
prom otional materials.
Design  experience is a must! Ideal candidate is 
proficient in the A d o b e  Creative Suite and using M ac 
computers. Must be  creative, be able to think outside 
of b o x  and work well with others.
Hourly pay with opportunities for advancement.
If this sound s like a position for you, p lease email your 
resume and design  sam ples to Advertising Coordinator,
Stephanie Murawski at smurawsk@calpoly.edu
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BARTENDER 
TRAINEES NEEDED
Earn $100-$200/shift. No experience 
necessary. International Bartender 
School will be back in SLO one 
week only. Oay/Eve. Classes. Job 
placement pt. time/full time openings, 
limited seating, call today!
1-80IK8SM109
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Wrinkle39
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43  Remote
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51 Lab course
52 Large number 
54 Be(x>m6 known
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60  Comet feature
62 Groom carefulty
63  Power-tool brarxj
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66 Crying shame
67 Edit out
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Want more puzzles?
Check out the "Just Right Croeeword Puzzles” books
M arvel superhero catchphrases often  becam e  
piYpular hip hop songs in the early 1990*s.
v;ww.imistangcláily.net
Miller
continuedfrom page 16
“I told him he waji better than the 
guys 1 was coaching,” Jeans said.
jeans said Millers confidence grew.
“I knew he could play, I think he 
knew he could play,” Jeans said. “He 
just needed to prove it to himself.”
That summer Miller regained his 
mojo, so he contacted Cuesta Col­
lege head baseball coach Bob Miller.
“His skills jumped out,” Bob, 
who is in his ninth season, said. “Soft 
hands, quick feet, an accurate arm. 
He brought versatility.”
Yet Bob liked more than Miller's 
skills.
“I coached him every day,” Bob 
said. “He was consistent and had the 
right work ethic. He was the guy at the 
end of the day who locked the gate.”
These were hectic times for Miller, 
who split his time between Cal Poly 
and Cuesta, enrolling in eight hours 
and 12 hours, respectively. Athletes 
must maintain 12 hours/credits to 
stay eligible.
Because he was out of the game 
his freshman year. Miller retained 
four years eligibility.
“1 had to keep full-time status at 
Poly because I had student loans,” 
he said.
Considered a freshman on the 
field and a sophomore in the class­
room, Miller worked toward earning 
an associate’s degree. According to 
a NCAA 4-2-4 rule, which governs 
transfer students jumping back and 
forth from ’two and four-year insti­
tutions, Miller needed to graduate 
from Cuesta before heading to a 
four-year athletic program.
David Miller said his son formu­
lated an academic plan with help 
from counselors and advi.sers at both 
schools.
“I’ve never been more proud be­
cause this is stuff he had to do on his 
own,” David said.
By Spring 2009, Miller was Cues- 
ta’s starting shortstop. After the sea­
son, he spent the summer playing for 
the San Luis Obispo Rattlers, a col­
legiate summer team that draws play­
ers from colleges and high schools.
Miller said he played well for the 
Rattlers. In fact, when the season 
ended he received a phone call from 
the coach of an Alaskan collegiate 
summer league team, the Anchor­
age Glacier Pilots. The team needed 
a shortstop, so Miller joined and 
played in the National Baseball Con­
gress Baseball World .Series, which 
is held ever)' year in Wichita, Kan. 
Miller was selected for the NBC All­
tournament team.
After the summer season, play­
ers went back to the academic grind. 
Miller battled another tough decision.
While at Cuesta, and with the Rat­
tlers. Miller was eyed by Cal Poly head 
coach Larry Lee, who liked what he 
saw from the middle infielder.
“The impression I got was that he 
was a tough ball player who compet­
ed on the field,” Lee said.
Former Mustang Kyle Smith left 
a void in the team when he signed 
a professional contract in the middle 
of Summer 2009, so Lee offered 
Miller the chance to play at Cal Poly.
But Miller garnered interest from 
another school as well. Miller visited 
Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, Va., 
and said he was ready to commit but 
called Lee first for advice. ,
“He told me to go because he 
couldn’t guarantee me a spot,” 
Miller said.
But something happened with 
the Virginia Tech coaching staff, 
something Miller declined to com­
ment about. Ultimately, he opted to 
remain at Cal Poly.
Part of an exclusive fraternity again. 
Miller became the staning shortstop 
when the 2010 season began.
But initially Miller struggled.
“It’s a big jump from junior col­
lege to NCAA Division I because the 
speed of the game is different,” Lee 
said. “He was overwhelmed.”
Miller’s back pain flared up again, 
sending him back to the familiar 
pine where he spent the last six weeks 
of the 2010 sea.son. In fact, the pain 
endured into the first three weeks of
t to be remembered as a
y  who played hard 
every day.
~  Mike Miller
Cal Poly shortstop
/
Miller’s summer season in Alaska;
So far he has championed the 
2 0 11 season. Offensively he is lead­
ing the team with a .374 batting av­
erage, to go with his seven doubles 
and 18 RBIs.
“He’s been our best hitter in pres­
sure situations,” Lee said.
The coaching staff has worked to 
improve Miller’s offensive approach 
at the plate. Changes include a leg 
kick, which helps time pitches and 
makes him aggressive and attack 
pitches. Plus, Miller said his body 
is in sync so he uses more shoulders 
and less arms.
“I’m 170 pounds, but I’m just a 
strong as somebody who uses 160 
pounds of their 200 p>ounds,” he 
said. “I can generate more torque and 
keep my bat in the zone as long as 
possible to give myself a chance, even 
if I’m fooled.”
If there’s one thing Miller knows.
it’s how to maximize his potentid.
“I have the utmost respect for 
Michael,” Jeans said. “He has a shot 
at playing pro ball. I wouldn’t put it 
past him.”
While a professional career re­
mains uncertain, one thing is for sure.
“I want to be remembered as a 
guy who played hard every day,” 
Miller said.
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Shortstop M ike M iller (left) was close to never starting his career at (.lal Poly due to a back injury. If he hadn't com e to 
San Luis O bispo, the Mustangs svould be w ithout his team -leading .374  batting average.
From X-rays to the batting cage; Miller 
bounces back from nagging injury
Anthony Pannone
ANTHONYPAN NON F-.M l>(^.M AIL.COM
Mike Miller wa.s one doctors ap­
pointment away from hanging up his 
baseball spikes.
However, Miller, Cal Polys start­
ing shortstop, returned to the game 
he loves after facing setbacks stem­
ming from a lingering injury.
The pain most affected his play as 
a junior in high school, and he said 
he doesn’t know how it happened.
Miller visited doctors, who ran 
tests and took X-rays. It turned out 
Miller had stress fractures in the lum­
bar region of his back.
“I could barely walk, hardly get 
out o f bed," he said.
Miller subdued the pain by loading 
up on seven to eight ibuprofen a day.
“My liver will probably fail by 50, 
but that’s how it goes," he said.
Doctors told Miller to wear a 
plastic corset speciftcally designed to 
restrict movement, which meant no 
twists, no turns. But playing baseball 
requires twisting and turning, essen­
tial movements when hitting, throw­
ing, running and fielding.
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David Miller, Mike’s dad, said it 
was frustrating for his son.
“It took him out of everything be­
cause he lost his mojo,” David said.
From Februar)' 2006 to August 
2006, Miller wore the corset.
“Every day he had to Velcro in and 
out of the thing,’’ David said.“And 
every time he went to the doctor it 
was ‘Another six weeks,’ and so on.’”
While he abstained from physical 
exertion, the pain gradually worsened.
Surgery was the next step. Had 
Miller gone that route, doctors 
would have fused his 1.4 disc to his 
vertebrae column, he said. The L4- 
L5 discs in the lumbar r^ io n  are 
the biggest discs. Vertebrae 1-5 helps 
transfer upper body weight to the 
pelvis and legs, and vice versa.
The lower back is the “kinetic 
link," transfering energy from the 
legs to the upper body, said kinesi- 
ology professor Robert Clark, who 
specializes in biomechanics.
An incomplete connection be­
tween body parts hampers athletic 
performance, as does size. Clayton 
Valley High School baseball coach 
David Jeans, who coached Miller 
while at De La Salle in Concord, Ca­
lif., said Miller was undersized.
“He’d come in and ask for a list of 
things to do to get better,” Jeans said. 
“And then (he would) go out on his 
own for two or three hours and work.”
And when Jeans talked with 
Miller, “It .was almost like dealing 
with a senior, but he was a fresh­
man," Jeans said.
By his senior year in 2007, Miller 
had a restored connection in his ki­
netic link, and he rejoined his team­
mates that spring. The Spartans com­
piled a 21-7 record, secured a Bay 
Valley League championship and 
won the CIF-North Coast Seaion.
Miller hit .2‘)‘) with eight doubles, 
a triple, 21 RBIs and stole eight 
ba.sc.s. Miller also maintained a .1.9 
grade jioint average.
College coaches showed inter­
est, but Miller chose to forgo ba.se- 
ball and attend Cal Poly to pursue 
a bachelor’s degree in business ad­
ministration.
“My parents were disappointed 
that I wasn’t pursuing baseball,” 
he said.
Enthralled by the college expe­
rience, Miller said he felt incom­
plete. When the 2008 baseball sea­
son began, he felt an itch to play.
“This was the turning point," 
Miller said.
It happened after practicing 
with his younger brother.
“I was like, ‘Man, I really wan­
na play, bad,’" he said. “Helping 
him made me realize how much I 
missed it.”
For an athlete, the inner com­
petitor never dies. That spring 
Miller realized this and made the 
call.
“I said, ‘Dad, I’m thinking 
about doing this,’" Miller said. 
“And he was on board from the 
get-go."
Starting in March 2008, Miller 
worked at a batting cage in Paso 
Robles. There he honed his skills, 
trading time in the cage for hit­
ting lessons.
“I just wanted to take hacks; 
I didn’t care about getting paid,” 
he said.
After the 2008 spring quar­
ter, Miller played for the Oak­
land Oaks, a summer league 
team coached by his former high 
school coach.
see MiUevt page 15
Mark Perry leaving 
Cal Poly for Illinois
J.J. Jenkins
JJJENKINS.MD@ GMAIL.COM
The Mark Perry era is over before 
it even began.
The man who was supposed 
to take the helm of the wrestling 
team, one of Cal Poly’s most suc­
cessful ^programs, has accepted 
an offer to be an as.sociate coach 
at the University of Illinois next 
season.
“I enjoyed my time (at ('al 
Poly) and 1 loved the guys on 
the team: everyone at the athlet­
ics department was great,” Perry 
said. “It was an awesome experi­
ence, but it came down to a per­
sonal nn.incial situation for me 
and my fiancee.”
Perry said he was not actively 
searching for a new job, hut llli- 
nt)is “came after” him and, in the 
end, they had a bigger budget for 
coaches.
Perry was paid more than 
$55,000 in 2010 while sharing 
co-head coaching duties with 
John Azevedo who was paid more 
than $64,000.
Perry, who came into the pro­
gram as an assistant coach in 
2009, was quickly promoted to 
co-head coach a year later and 
wa.s expected to fill the head 
coaching position after Azevedo 
retires this summer.
Although he was at Cal Poly 
for only a short time, he said he 
hopes the wrestlers he worked 
with will continue to remember 
the things he preached.
“If you want to be success­
ful at anything you have to have 
a deep, deep passion for what 
you’re doing," Perry said. “You 
can’t be halfway in, halfway out. 
You have to live, breathe, eat it.”
The most successful Cal Poly 
wrestler in 2011 was junior Boris 
Novachkov who placed second 
at the NCAA Championships in 
March. He was notified approxi­
mately a week ago o f Perry’s deci­
sion, and said he bears no hard 
feelings.
“I know I would go if 1 were in 
the same position,” Novachkov 
said. “I think I’ll be fine no m at­
ter who my coach is, so I want 
to do what I’ve been doing and 
I know I can win (the national 
title).”
Novachkov left little doubt 
about if he was going to suit up
for the Mustangs in 2012.
“I’m staying,” he said. “I can’t 
leave this place, it’s too nice.”
The team was notified of the 
decision on Sunday when Perry 
called a team meeting. They then 
regrouped to meet with Cal Poly’s 
new athletics director, Don Ober- 
helman, on Wednesday afternoon 
where he assured the wrestlers the 
program is not in jeopardy of be­
ing cut.
“We are committed 100 percent 
to this program.” Oberhelman said. 
“The fact that we had a coacdiittg 
change is irrelevant to whether or 
not we’re going to have wrestling 
at ('al Pttly.”
Oberhelman said a national 
head coaching search will begin 
immediately, and he is not going 
to search with any “preconceived 
notions" of who the coach will be.
“We’re looking for someone 
with experience winning champi­
onships ‘cause that’s what our ex­
pectations arc for this program,” 
Oberhelman said.
Sophomore heavyweight Atticus 
Disney said Perry’s decision took 
the team by surprise.
“Initially there was talk of (wres­
tlers leaving Cal Poly) just because 
they weren’t expecting it, and Perry 
brought them to this program," 
Disney said. “But I think because 
of the initial shock they didn't 
think the whole transfer process 
through. I think it’s more an idea 
in their heads (rather) than some­
thing they’ve actually looked into 
right now."
Perry also spoke about the re­
cruits started to bring into the 
program, and who might change 
schools now that he has decided to 
leave.
“It’s a tough situation, and I 
don’t feel good about it," Perry 
said. “You make some kids some 
promises and it doesn’t turn out. 
Some kids might decide to go else­
where, but that’s just athletics."
The Mustangs were 9-2 in dual 
meets last season while going 4-2 in 
the Pac-10, but placed a disappointing 
sixth at the Pac-10 Championships.
The new coach will inherit a 
team losing only two seniors out o f 
10 starters, one o f whom made it 
to the national championships in 
2011. Returning NCAA partici­
pants arc Novachkov, Ryan Dcs- 
Roches and Ryan Smith.
tune (at Cal Poly) and 
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—  M ark Perry
Former wrestling co-head coach
